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Ken Allen – “Mr. Metropolitan Silver” Retires from the Band
In this issue:
❖ Ken Allen Retires from
the Band
❖ Weekend Trip to Kingston
❖ Meet our New Members
❖ Upcoming performances
❖ Purchase a CD!

Ken speaking at the band’s 75th Anniversary Luncheon
, 2009

By Michele McCall
In every successful band there are always the movers and shakers who hold everyone together, demonstrate
superb organization and foster a wonderful camaraderie. Well, the MSB has been blessed with Ken Allen,
dedicated manager for 43 years, and trombonist extraordinaire. Ken retired at the end of last season, a great
loss to the band. But, at the age of 90, perhaps it was time for a break! To commemorate Ken’s wonderful
contributions over the years, I interviewed him to share his memories and highlights.
M: Ken, when did you join the junior and senior Met bands? Was trombone your first instrument?
K: I joined the junior band in Sept. 1945 at the age of 16, on trombone, on the advice of my father. Up to
that point, I had just played a little E flat horn. By 1949 I was playing in the senior Met band, and John Wood
our conductor was always entering us into Kiwanis, where I won my first contest. At that time, we even got
some lessons and I was taught by the great Harry Hawe, the principal trombonist of the Toronto Symphony.
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M: What were some of the challenges that you faced in
keeping the band going through rough times?
K: With the regular evening services at the Met church
discontinued, the venue for the band also stopped. This
along with the difficulties of getting musicians to join a
church band added to the whole problem. I headed up a
Save the Band Committee over the summer to get new
players and negotiated our current arrangement of playing
6 services a year at the Met. Finding the right leader to
advance the band and to be a good fit for the church was
also challenging at times.
M: What has been the key to keeping the band a happy,
functional group for so many years?
K: Certainly, keeping the band busy with performances. I
started with outreach, playing at other churches and
venues. I also acted as a buffer between the members and
the leader. If there were any beefs, they came to me and I
would take care of it quietly, tactfully.
Honoring Ken at the Nov 2019 service

One of Ken’s many, many stand up solos –
Scarborough Civic Centre

M: Do you have a fondest memory or two that you would
like to share?
K: Oh gosh, there are so many! I remember the feeling of
awe when I first came to the Met to rehearse after only
being in a small salvation army church prior to this – it
was scary! Little did I know this would be a home for me.
I also remember the tri-band concerts that we organized.
They were M/C’d by broadcaster Henry Shannon and
featured singers like Joyce Sullivan. The church was
packed for these concerts and it was just marvelous.
M: Tell me about the CBA award you won!
K: Barry Hodgins presented it to me at the Scarborough
Civic Centre in 2006. It was for Bandsman of the Year. I
think I won it for all my years as manager, organizing and
playing in the Met and other groups too.

M: What has the Met United Church meant to you personally and to the band?
K: Everything! It’s been a great association and I think the band and the church both profit. When the band
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was first at the church, we really led the Sunday night services and provided
musical service in so many ways. Then over time, our service evolved to what we
do now. We are still providing musical service via the band, small groups, and
whatever they need for the many projects and events over the years. Our ministers
have always been supportive of this. I must mention Malcolm – a godsend to us
and a singer too! I was so happy that I sat on the committee that chose him. And
John Joseph – visiting me when I was in the hospital – this was so appreciated. So
many wonderful memories – its been a very happy union for me and the church, I
can’t say enough about it. ♪
And we can’t say enough about you Ken. What a great mentor, role model, and
generous, warm man. And let’s not forget what a great trombonist! Ken’s
contributions to the band were also demonstrated by the history book he wrote
with Bill and Kay Martyn, entitled MSB – 80 years of Music -Making at
Metropolitan United Church, and a complete catalogue and collection of all
recordings made by the MSB – from reel to reel to CD! We will miss both you
and Marilyn very much. Here are a few memories from some of our band
members about Ken:

Ken as Casey at the Bat!

Managers at Peggy’s Cove

Howard Lee, bass trombone: Ken was always a musical role model for me with
the Met band. I appreciated Ken's fine style, his consummate professionalism and
his unwavering support during my personal challenges in the early 1990's. My
best memory will always be Ken nailing the top "C" while playing the trombone
solo "My Lord What A Morning" at age 89 - well done Ken!
Bill Martyn, tenor horn: I have known Ken for 60 years. My late wife Kay and
I have travelled with Ken and Marilyn, stayed at their cottage, known and
admired their two lovely, talented daughters and counted them as true friends.
Ken guided the Met band wisely, knowing everyone’s strengths and weaknesses
so that the band always gave
first class service to the
church and inspiring
concerts across the province.
He has been like an older
brother to me.
(Left) – the ultimate Jays fan
at a band BBQ!
(Right) – accepting his CBA
Bandsman of the Year Award

Page 3

Fantasia

February, 2020, Issue 96

The MSB Visits St. Georges Cathedral in Kingston

Each season, the band usually arranges a weekend trip to perform a Saturday evening concert and Sunday
service. In October, the band headed off to St. Georges Cathedral in beautiful Kingston, Ontario. We
enjoyed an enthusiastic audience for both performances, despite the cold surroundings, due to a furnace
malfunction! Our thanks goes out to Michael Capon, Musical Director at the church, for his warm welcome
and Tony, Jean and members of the congregation who
provided us with a delicious supper. Our concert was
entitled Essence of Brass and featured the wonderful
Dark Side of the Moon by Paul Lovatt-Cooper and
Haselmere Suite by Peter Graham. Solo features
included Sarah Hemeon
on soprano cornet with
Bring Him Home,
arranged by K.
Wilkinson and
trombonist Liam
Caveney and Michele
McCall on Flugelhorn
with Inside and Out, by
Danny Wilks. We look
forward to visiting St.
Georges’ again in the
near future.
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Introducing our New Members!
There have been quite a few new additions to the band since our last newsletter. We are so happy to welcome these
wonderful musicians to our band. Please meet…

Sarah Hemeon –
soprano cornet

Fanchea Hayman
– 3rd cornet

Ken Janes – solo cornet

Liam Caveney
– trombone

Claire Dunmore –
tenor horn

Genevieve Mullally –
Bb Bass

Mayson Scanlon –
repiano cornet

Stuart Whittaker baritone

What are our members listening to? My favourite recording/music is:
Liam Caveney, trombone: Tuba Mirum by Les Sacqueboutiers
Claire Dunmore, tenor horn: BBC Radio 2 in my office all day - a mix of 70's, 80's, 90's
Rosalie O’Brien, solo cornet: Affairs of the Heart by Marjan Mozetich
Andrew Wells, solo cornet: A Lazy Afternoon by Guido Basso and Doug Riley
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Take us Home With You! Our Latest CDs!
Sacred Brass- Our Most Recent Recording!
Recorded live at Metropolitan United Church, this disc has all of our
favourite sacred repertoire that we have featured over the years:
This is My Father’s World

Nicea

Crimond

Duke Street

Harvest Celebration

New Covenant

Non Nobis Domine

Deep Harmony
Light of the World

Amazing Grace — A Gospel Celebration
The CD is in honor of the band’s 80th year at the Metropolitan United Church and the gospel theme comes from
our tradition of finishing a service with a gospel piece for the postlude. This collection of our most popular
gospel renditions is sure to delight! The music on the CD includes:
1. Spiritual Sounds – Alan Fernie
2. A Southern Gospel Suite – Alan Fernie
3. Go Down Moses – Leonard Ballantine
4. A Gospel Celebration – Piet Hamers
5. Shall We Gather – Leonard Ballantine
6. Chariots – William Gordon
7. Amazing Grace – William Gordon
8. My Lord What a Morning – William Gordon

To order a CD, send a cheque made out to the
Metropolitan Silver Band, for $20.00 (or two for
$30.00), to Michele McCall at 1527 R0billard Rd.,
Mississauga, ON, L5J 3K3.
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Upcoming Performances 2020
DATE

EVENT & LOCATION

TIME

Sat. Mar 7

Kingsview United Church Concert (Oshawa)

7:00 pm

Sun. Apr. 12

Easter Service at Metropolitan UC

10:45 am

Sun. May 3

Rene Caisse Theatre, Bracebridge

2:00 pm

Sun. May 24

Met Service and Doors Open Concert

10:30 am/ 1:30 pm

Sun. June 7

Metropolitan UC Service and Picnic

10:45 am

Wed. June 17

Brass-issimo Concert with Oshawa Civic Band
(Oshawa)

7:30 – 9:00 pm

Sun. June 28

Final concert & picnic – Burlington Summer
Concert Series

7:30 pm

Break for the Summer!

Our Upcoming Performances in the New Year!
Saturday, March 7 – Kingsview United Church
Concert 7:00 pm
Sunday, May 3 - Rene Caisse Theatre Concert –
Bracebridge - 2:00 pm

Hope to see you there!
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Don’t Forget About Those Charitable Donations!
We are happy to report that the MSB can issue tax receipts each February for any charitable
donations it receives. If you would like to make a donation to the band, please send a cheque or
money order, made out to the “Metropolitan Silver Band”, to Michele McCall, 1527 Robillard
Rd., Mississauga, ON, L5J 3K3

Thank you to all our donors for 2019!
Check Us Out On Social Media!
Keep up on the latest MSB news and performance schedule via our website at
http://www.metband.ca/ and via our Facebook page.

Get Your Newsletter By Email!
Would you like to receive your newsletter via email? In
addition to accessing a color newsletter with clear photos, it
saves on mailing costs and paper! Just let us know by
emailing Michele at: metband@ rogers.com.

The MSB
1938- 1938
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